
 

  

  

 

It's Wednesday, April 1, 2020. In today's issue: Behind the scenes at the Nebraska History Museum 
(video); 1918 flu pandemic and winter isolation; take the Nebraska History Challenge; In Memoriam: 
Chuck Trimble; Heritage Hero Awards; Active Collections receives book award; and a new Grace 
Abbott video.  

 

We're still here for you 

 

History Nebraska sites are closed to the public, and in recent weeks HN staff have begun working 
from home. But our work goes on, and we have lots of good material to share with you... such as this 
new video: 

 

 

Though you can’t visit the Votes for Women exhibit at the Nebraska History Museum right now, 
Museum Registrar Jordan Miller takes you behind the scenes, answering common questions 

about items in museum exhibits.  

What if you haven’t seen the rest of the exhibit yet? It'll be up through the end of 2020, but in the 
meantime we’ve made a lot of Votes for Women material available online. You can learn more the 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/uHK9FilZUq0?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02|01|david.bristow@nebraska.gov|0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08|043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1|0|0|637213454960751167&sdata=dPOcxSn+2/NOmyPEAEl7g11xr58AwtClxVt0538csS0=&reserved=0
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suffrage flag that Jordan talks about, see other Nebraska suffrage photos and objects, see how 
History Nebraska’s Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center restored suffrage artifacts before the exhibit, 
and –to see what the suffragists were up against—read sensationalist anti-suffrage propaganda 
from our collections. And there’s plenty more at our Women’s History Month Resources page. 
 
And don’t forget our Votes for Women special publication, sold here. 
 
We're working on new digital content on a variety of topics. We'll keep you informed via social 
media and these emails.  

 

 

Did these people know they were living through history? 

  

 

Of course, we’re all living through history all the time. But certain times are more memorable. Three 
weeks ago (it feels a lot longer than that!) we blogged about the 1918 flu pandemic in Nebraska. 
Soon after, the Omaha World-Herald cited History Nebraska in an editorial on the same subject. It 
was beginning to dawn on everyone that we were entering a memorable historical moment 
ourselves. 
 
We don’t know what future historians will say about this year's pandemic, but we can guess that the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center will figure prominently in the story. If you missed it, be sure 
to read Esquire's vivid March 15 profile of some of the people of UNMC.  

Meanwhile, for many of us… 

 

This winter scene feels strangely relevant these days 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/12-star-suffrage-flag-1911-1917?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nebraska-next-fight-enfranchise-nebraska-women?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/restoring-nebraskas-suffrage-history?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/no-votes-women%E2%80%94nebraska-anti-suffrage-propaganda
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/womens-history-month-resources?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nebraskapress.unl.edu%2Fhistory-nebraska%2F9780933307407%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960761161&sdata=UQhNW4D%2B67yFCardbhDNNYJ8DV9m%2B8qtMh3vG1EpxiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/1918-flu-pandemic-nebraska?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Fopinion%2Feditorial-looking-back-at-nebraska-s-influenza-epidemic%2Farticle_5c4a1886-22c4-5bad-9000-baa630dca0d8.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960771155&sdata=e2qBCZM9Fse5oynnHYYyT10fx2csGph1JSRu4WTPOgo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esquire.com%2Fnews-politics%2Fa31563613%2Fcoronavirus-national-quarantine-center-unmc-nebraska-interview%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960771155&sdata=6MHZwLAz3Axuajl4df6LgiNnc6rZIbEq%2FtOO1R5AsOo%3D&reserved=0
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This sleigh belonged to Pierce County settler Baltz Fuelberth. During the legendary winter of 1949, 
Baltz’s grandson Alton remodeled the sleigh and used it to haul cream and eggs to Osmond and 
bring back groceries and mail. 

A hard winter meant isolation for farm families. Maxine Kessinger recalled the brutal winter of 1936, 
when she was a 22-year-old farm wife and mother of three, living seven miles from Rosalie: 

“Every road, even highways were drifted shut for weeks. The scoop shovel was the only equipment 
to open the roads. Some never opened until the Spring thaws came and melted the snow. The 
Kinning Store, a mile east of us, ran out of supplies, as no trucks could get through. Sometimes, 
several neighbors joined forces and with team and bobsled going across fields, cutting fences to 
make it to town for needed supplies such as groceries, cold or flu remedies, maybe a little coal to 
enhance the supply of green wood we were trying to burn – and of course they would bring the mail. 
Sometimes a two-week bundle had accumulated as the rural mail carrier couldn’t even get out of the 
city limits.” 

 

What did those people do without the internet and social media? 

 

The Kessingers didn’t have electricity, and couldn’t afford a battery-powered radio. Eventually they 
would have a stack of Nebraska History magazines (Maxine Kessinger became a longtime member), 
but that was still in the future. 
  
Whatever hardships you’re currently facing, dear reader, lack of media probably isn’t one of them. 
Here’s what’s popular on our blog and social media channels: 
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Our “Polio Punch” blog and video (about a 1962 vaccination campaign) has become popular again. 
  
The Nebraska History Challenge is an ongoing community event on our Facebook page. We post a 
photo of an object or a historic photo and include a challenge related to them. We’re posting one 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. This post explains what's going on. And here’s the first 
challenge.  
  
(Don’t do Facebook? You don’t need to sign in to view our posts. If a pop-up window covers your 
screen with “See more of History Nebraska on Facebook,” just click "Not Now" at the bottom of the 
window.) 
  
Also on Facebook:   

 Where in Nebraska are these men digging a cave in a cliff? (Or on Instagram if you prefer.) 
 Dr. Susan La Flesche Picotte was the first Native American to earn a medical degree. 
 Here’s a real jerkwater town. 

On Twitter:  

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/what-happened-when-million-nebraskans-drank-polio-punch?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fvideos%2F247661899740283%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960781151&sdata=1IlxwnYyxbg0ThcQhNJ1XiwsxrfrijoDQwHCez5scIQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fnebraskahistorymuseum%2Fposts%2F3034739566565650%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960781151&sdata=BTos4cFIiINoNHPzrc8mj9dkVjhKA4ksDMOs%2FHg6CwU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fnebraskahistorymuseum%2Fposts%2F3034739566565650%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960781151&sdata=BTos4cFIiINoNHPzrc8mj9dkVjhKA4ksDMOs%2FHg6CwU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fposts%2F10157056717013549%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960791141&sdata=%2F0JwFKodFOaqBXEPG1UfWwFaccuqJ%2Ba3mNU8bIYAo5o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fp%2FB9Zc4B5g5fN%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960791141&sdata=F6Xkfm5TNCoIk9PTr%2B2v%2BoGfWUA%2BXH5VyVXPkuHAP7s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fposts%2F10157076478563549%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960801135&sdata=aNB23M%2BprGXhtUfh8RadPy388bE6bJsN0bCBHF6cmgI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fposts%2F10157070002508549%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960801135&sdata=lA2e0qjx94D2MAYl5iHhalVDzSr2LuZTUBVvE1ZjMy4%3D&reserved=0
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 Our response to hashtag #LoseYourJobIn4Words. 
 We couldn’t decide whether to post a photo or a sod house or a post office. 

 

 

In Memoriam: Chuck Trimble 

  

 

History Nebraska lost one of its most respected leaders on March 2 when former Board of Trustees 
President Charles “Chuck” Trimble died at age 84. Trimble led this organization out of a troubled 
period, and later served as president of the John G. Neihardt Foundation. 
 
But that’s only part of the story of his remarkable life. Paul Hammel of the Omaha World-Herald 
sketches Trimble’s life as a Native American leader, journalist, advocate, and mentor. Keep reading.  

 

 

HN's "Heritage Hero" awards 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fstatus%2F1234545580015259649%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960811138&sdata=WSkdwfhkknX%2BuWGWF8TYhSHHznqn9oLjdLDfVzZyjQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fstatus%2F1242813841186140160%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960821127&sdata=hiQCYujU%2FuGo13FOrNn25moxsX9kHbUM6R11qQU7738%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.omaha.com%2Fnews%2Fstate_and_regional%2Fnative-american-leader-journalist-chuck-trimble-remembered-as-great-advocate%2Farticle_e4986875-ba2f-5f31-8d73-38051220b961.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960821127&sdata=0qBFzW9Jig5y0%2FAtak%2BEp7qZbjHCFKZz8nAsskej%2Bjg%3D&reserved=0
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HN's trustees have been honoring selected Nebraskans with History Nebraska's "Heritage Hero" 
award. Board member Eileen Wirth tells the story. Keep reading.  

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/hns-heritage-hero-awards-2019?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/hns-heritage-hero-awards-2019?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-
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Active Collections wins National Council on Public History Book 
Award 

 

Active Collections, edited by Elizabeth Wood, Rainey Tisdale, and Trevor Jones, received the NCPH 
Book Award from the National Council on Public History. Jones is Director and CEO of History 
Nebraska. 
 
The book addresses a growing problem for museum professionals: too much stuff. “Do you walk 
through collections storage and see row after row of nearly identical artifacts?” the authors ask. “Do 
you start out each year with a resolution to finally eliminate your cataloging backlog, only to fall 
further behind?” The book’s essays describe new ways of looking at museum collections and their 
role in serving the public. 
 
The judges write: “The individual pieces are well-researched, eminently readable… and together 
maintain a useful balance between provocation and practicality. This makes the book a valuable 
resource for museum professionals, educators, and students alike.”  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnkd.in%2FeMkw4JM%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960831116&sdata=Ldgh99cGBjRYnNL9kB3BNrXEmS0Bci8hjdy0sKjtyoI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2020NCPHAwards%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960831116&sdata=xlApCq2RpszM9tysjkW3rkg9Zq7ocnqEUc9%2B3Krd2Vg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2020NCPHAwards%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960831116&sdata=xlApCq2RpszM9tysjkW3rkg9Zq7ocnqEUc9%2B3Krd2Vg%3D&reserved=0
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New Grace Abbott video from PBS American Masters 
 

 

 

In the space where we normally promote events, we leave you with this inspiring video. 
 
Grand Island’s Grace Abbott was a suffragist and the daughter of suffragists. What happens when a 
talented young woman grows up believing that she has the power to make a difference? 
 
Abbott’s story is part of the UNLADYLIKE2020 project. The nine-minute video tells her story through 
rare archival imagery, captivating original artwork and animation, and interviews.  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funladylike2020.com%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BMembers%252C%2BVolunteers%252C%2BEtc.%26utm_campaign%3Db54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637213454960841111&sdata=0QySYFoY6lrgLrYCZhayI2ESqaEEOxq14lzuUSnOk7I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLtZDr3fi-c&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=History+Nebraska+Members%2C+Volunteers%2C+Etc.&utm_campaign=b54e581133-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-b54e581133-&data=02|01|david.bristow@nebraska.gov|0caed84d4b4f415b7e1208d7d642dc08|043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1|0|0|637213454960841111&sdata=LjjnHQbwNTE7ldaidw0SbYILulpVOrADDaXM9uHoOug=&reserved=0
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The 1918 Flu Pandemic in Nebraska 
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Photo: Men wearing surgical masks in Shelby, Nebraska, December 8, 1918. History Nebraska 

RG2017.PH 

  

A new and deadly flu strain hit the US early in 1918 and greatly intensified by September. It was 

part of a global pandemic. How did Nebraskans respond? 

The “Spanish Flu” 

People called it the Spanish Flu because of its supposed place of origin. Symptoms included high 

fever, cough, dizziness, and heavy perspiration. Frequently bronchial pneumonia developed, with 

death following in a high percentage of such cases. This strain of flu was unusual in that it was 

deadliest to healthy young adults. 

The virus had been spreading for months, but the growing number of cases was underreported 

due to wartime censorship. During World War I the United States and many other countries 

censored bad news so as not to encourage their enemies. Later it was found that the so-called 

Spanish Flu didn’t originate in Spain. It’s just that Spain was neutral in the war and didn’t censor 

press reports of the illness. 

The flu reached Nebraska by October. Red Cloud reported two flu deaths on October 2. Omaha 

reported its first case the next day. Scottsbluff reported its first cases on the 15th. 

  

Closings and Quarantines 

On October 7 the state ordered the closing of all “schools, churches, places of entertainment or 

public congregation, pool halls and other places of amusement.” Mail carriers continued on their 

rounds, but wore white face masks for protection. 

Quarantine rules were issued for affected homes. All residents of a house who had been in 

contact with a diseased person had to remain in the house until the quarantine was lifted. Only a 

doctor or nurse was permitted to enter or leave the house while the quarantine was in effect, 

though medical professionals were in short supply. Necessary supplies could be brought to the 

house and left outside the door. Soiled clothes could be sent to the laundry if placed in a package 

covered with paper. 

In a 2015 doctoral dissertation for the University of Nebraska Medical Center, Kristin Watkins 

examined the history of the pandemic in selected smaller Nebraska communities (Wayne, Red 

Cloud, Anselmo, Valentine, Scottsbluff, and Gering) and surrounding rural areas. 

“It is clear that rural location did not provide protection from the virus,” Watkins writes. One 

lesson, she concluded, was that rural communities should not be lulled into a false sense of 

security by their geographical isolation. 

In 1918 many Nebraska communities were still relatively new. In some, a lack of “basic services 

like supportive health care may have led to more deaths in counties lacking infrastructure such as 

hospitals, as was the case in both Cherry and Scottsbluff counties.” 
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In Lincoln and Omaha, “crowding and travel, as well as non-compliance with the ban on public 

gatherings, allowed the disease to reach out-of-control proportions. In rural areas, the motivators 

of community action were different, and non-compliance usually entailed local politicians trying 

to break quarantine to pursue their campaigns, with residents protesting and sticking to the 

quarantine.” To the extent that communities used them, measures such as “social distancing” and 

quarantines seemed to reduce the spread of the virus. 

Medical treatment was primitive by today's standards. There were no flu vaccines or antiviral 

medications, no antibiotics to treat secondary bacterial infections. Even the flu virus itself was as 

yet undiscovered by science. 

  

War Ends, Santa Arrested 

The statewide ban on public gatherings was lifted on November 1, but the flu continued. An 

armistice ended World War I on November 11, but victory celebrations were limited in many 

towns. Valentine, for example, didn’t lift its local ban on public gatherings until November 29, 

and the University of Nebraska did not resume classes until after Thanksgiving. 

There was almost nothing of a holiday season that year. No Christmas events or entertainments 

were held, and Nebraska merchants sustained severe losses from the slump in trade during the 

last six weeks of the year. In Gering, a department store arranged for a visit by Santa Claus on 

December 2—but hundreds of children were shocked when police arrested both Santa and the 

store owner for violating a local ban. 

Nationwide, the epidemic was still claiming thousands of victims by mid-January 1919, but in 

Nebraska the worst was over. 

Omaha alone saw 974 deaths between October 5 and December 31. The state’s overall death toll 

was variously reported between 2,800 to 7,500 people—a broad range because Nebraska’s 

reporting was so woefully incomplete. Medical professionals gave various reasons for this. Many 

said that the large number of patients left them little time to keep good records. Federal officials 

considered Nebraska’s numbers so inaccurate that they omitted them when calculating the 

nation’s total infection rate and mortality. 

Globally, World War I killed 15 to 19 million people, military and civilian (including 751 

Nebraska soldiers). The influenza pandemic proved far deadlier, taking somewhere between 50 

and 100 million human lives. 

  

 

Adapted from “Flu Epidemic, 1918,” Nebraska Timeline column, Nebraska State Historical 

Society (aka History Nebraska), November 1999. 

Additional sources: 

Kristin A. Watkins, “It Came Across the Plains: The 1918 Influenza Pandemic in Rural 

Nebraska,” PhD. Diss., University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, 2015. 
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“The 1918 Flu Pandemic: Why It Matters 100 Years Later,” Public Health Matters Blog, Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, May 14, 2018. 

https://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2018/05/1918-flu/ 

Categories:  

influenza, World War I 
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Above: Bruce Richman with HN board member Kim Elder. 

  

By Eileen Wirth, History Nebraska Board of Trustees 

Bruce V. Richman arrived at Buffalo Rill Ranch in North Platte wearing his Buffalo Bill gear, 

thinking he would be doing a presentation for a school group as he has regularly for the past 20 

years. 

But on this pleasant fall day, a rider on a black horse galloped to the house firing his six shooter 

and yelling at Buffalo Bill to get on the porch for an award. Huh? 

https://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2018/05/1918-flu/
https://history.nebraska.gov/tags/influenza
https://history.nebraska.gov/tags/world-war-i
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/hns-heritage-hero-awards-2019
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History Nebraska Board Member Kim Elder of Paxton, leader of the “school group,” surprised 

Richman by presenting him with a Heritage Hero pin and certificate recognizing his many years 

of volunteer work for the ranch. 

Richman is one of 53 recipients of History Nebraska’s new award honoring the contributions of 

grassroots volunteers who work for local historical groups and promote the state’s history. 

Recipients, who are nominated by their local groups, come from 44 organizations across the 

state. They include a number of couples and members of the Franklin County History Society 

Board. 

A look at some typical recipients illustrates the contributions they have made. 

Some are museum docents like Jean Johnson, a retired teacher who has developed programs for 

Omaha’s Durham Museum and Ken Tracy who plays “Wagon Master Broken Hand Fitzpatrick” 

at Kearney’s Archway. Others run major events like Jan Schliefert of Wahoo who annually 

organizes Wahoo’s Christmas on the Prairie celebration. 

The Robert Henri Museum and Art Gallery of Cozad recognized Tammy and Larry Paulsen for 

their work to build the museum’s collection of this important artist’s paintings and sketches. 

Omaha’s Trinity Episcopal Cathedral surprised Mary Dana Loring (who is well over 90) on a 

snowy Sunday before Christmas by celebrating her founding of the cathedral’s historical society. 

One of the most moving awards went to Rosalie McKnight of the Custer County Historical 

Society in Broken Bow who gives tours of her museum five days a week, six during the summer, 

and answers questions from the public at a research center in her basement. She even kept the 

museum running when her daughter was undergoing chemotherapy. 

History Nebraska Board President Lance Bristol of Ansley, who presented McKnight’s award, 

called the program “extremely successful.” 

“It takes History Nebraska to places throughout greater Nebraska where we have never been and 

gives local history organizations a vehicle to recognize their very dedicated volunteers,” said 

Bristol. “This is a chance for History Nebraska to say congratulations to grassroots volunteers. 

We tell them that the state thanks you.” 

Bristol said History Nebraska will again invite all Nebraska local history and museum groups to 

nominate their winners. Letters explaining what to do, how to do it and deadlines for 

submissions will be mailed in mid-summer. 

“This is not a competition. Everyone nominated by a local museum or historical society wins,” 

he said. History Nebraska representatives present the awards at events that the local groups 

organize and publicize. 

Here are the winners of the 2019 Heritage Hero awards. 

  

https://history.nebraska.gov/about/heritage-hero-awards
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Award recipient Ken Tracy with HN board member Vickie Schaepler at the Great Platte River 

Road Archway Monument in Kearney. 

  

Categories:  

awards 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/about/heritage-hero-awards 

 

Heritage Hero Awards 

The Heritage Hero Award was created by the History Nebraska Board of Trustees to recognize 

and thank local volunteers of history organizations around the state for their time and effort in 

helping to share Nebraska's history. Nominations were sent in by cultural organizations from 

across the state. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/tags/awards
https://history.nebraska.gov/about/heritage-hero-awards
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The board will give out 42 awards to individuals and organizations dedicated to preserving and 

sharing their region's history. Each recipient will receive a commemorative pin and certificate 

presented to them by a member of the History Nebraska Board of Trustees. 

The 42 recipients of the 2019 Heritage Hero Award are listed below. 

2019 Heritage Hero Award Winners 

Ardyth Anderson — Clay County Historical Society 

Brian and Gloria Christiansen — City of Neligh 

Bruce V. Richman — Buffalo Bill Ranch 

Charlene Vail — Crawford Historical Society 

Delores Klimek — Fort Hartsuff 

Donald Deitemeyer — Hall County Historical Society 

Douglas Rung — Fillmore County Historical Society 

Duaine Stalder — Quad County Museum 

Dwaine Fosler — Milford Historical Society 

Frank Harding — Hooker County Historical Society 

Frank Tolstedt — Carnegie Art Center 

Franklin County Historical Society Board of Directors — Franklin County Historical Society 

Gloria Hilton — Faling Living History Tour Home 

Harlan Seyfer — Plattsmouth Main St. Association 

Jan Eloise Morris — City of Blue Springs 

Jan Wright — Brownville Fine Arts Association 

Jane Brewster — Butte Community Historical Museum 

Jane Monson — Dundy County Historical Society 

Janey Williams Rudder — Great Plains Welsh Heritage Project 

Janice K. Schliefert — Saunders County Historical Society 

Jean Johnson — The Durham Museum 

Jeanne Ross — Museum of Nebraska Art (MONA) 

Jerry Kneifel — Platte County Historical Society 

Judith Rada — Saline County Historical Society and Museum 
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Kathy Spotanski — Sherman County Historical Society 

Ken Tracy — The Archway 

Kim Vrtiska — Table Rock Historical Society 

Lloyd & Betty Brichacek — Schuyler/Colfax County Musem 

Margaret Lutton — Willow Point Gallery and Museum 

Mary Dana Loring — Trinity Episcopal Cathedral Historical Society 

Mary T. Wagner — Pawnee County Promotional Network 

Nona Wiese — Scribner Musbauch Museum 

Pat McKenzie — Boys Town 

Phyllis C. Krotz — The Armstrong House Museum-Sheridan County Historical Society 

Robert and Terry Drake — Comstock Community 

Rosalie McKnight — Custer County Historical Society 

Susan Juza — Fort Atkinson 

Susan Rice — Cass County Historical Society 

Tammy and Larry Paulsen — Robert Henri Museum and Art Gallery 

Tomàs England — Front Street Cowboy Museum 

Vicki Vannier — Wheeler Co. Historical Museum 

Wendell Upright — Keith County Historical Society 

Yvonne Dalluge — Pawnee City Historical Society 

 


